WINTER CAMP
ADVENTURES

Group Photo at our All-Section Winter Camp 2018
By Ryan Mark, 5th Unionville Venturer Company
Why Winter Camping?
Winter Camping provides many unique opportunities for youth to try different activities that we would not be able
to do at other times in the year.
Group Winter Camp
Every year, we have our Group Winter Camp with the Beaver, Cub, and Scout Sections all under one roof. In 2018,
our Winter Camp was from February 9 to February 11. In this camp, we do many fun activities such as
tobogganing, snowball fights, winter hiking, orientation skill activities, and quinzee building.
The most interesting thing about our Winter Camps are the quinzees that are completed by the Troop. A quinzee
is an emergency shelter that is made out of snow and has a dome shape; it looks similar to an igloo. The Scout
Section spend hours to build the quinzee so the third and fourth-year troops can sleep in the quinzee, to gain the
experience of sleeping in an emergency shelter. With collective help of the Troop Section, three quinzees were
completed. It was such a lively atmosphere and everyone was having an amazing time.
Afterwards, we had a big campfire under the cloudy skies and enjoyed eating marshmallows. Before we called it a
night, we said goodnight to the six brave scouts, who were sleeping overnight in the quinzees.
At night-time, we all came together for a campfire with lots of songs, skits, and cheers. During the afternoon of the
third day, we had a toboggan race with all the sections. The youth always have a blast participating in these
activities.
On the last day, we had a toboggan race with all the sections, which was fun to watch!

Mobile Winter Camp
Going on a Mobile Winter Camp has challenges that are unique compared to the other seasons. For one, the harsh
cold weather requires us to dress for the weather and use special winter equipment. Despite these unique
challenges, our Venture Company went on a Mobile Winter Camp from January 3 to January 4, 2018.
Early morning on January 3, 2018, we arrived in an open field in Beaverton, Ontario. We started our adventure by
snowshoeing towards a forest across a barren field. As we were snowshoeing with our sleds, we started to feel the
harsh, low temperature with the wind chill. Additionally, we noted that the snow was surprisingly deeper than we
had even expected, and this was why the snowshoes were so significant to keep us afloat. In an hour or so, we
reached the forest and we started setting up the canvas tents.
Because this was everyone's first time using a canvas tent, it was crucial for us to be wary of how each of the three
tents was set up. Once we finally set up the canvas tents properly, we started to chop and collect wood. Wood
would be needed for the hot stoves in our tents, which would keep us warm throughout the night. After lots of
hard work, we successfully finished setting up all the tents and stocked up on wood within a reasonable time. At
around 6:00 PM, we worried that we didn’t have enough wood, so we divided into two groups for collecting
firewood and cooking. Although the process of gathering wood at night was painstakingly tedious, we persevered.
Throughout the night, we took turns putting wood in the stove, which left many of us sleep-deprived.
Because of the extreme weather warning issued, we ended our adventure early.
It was an incredible expedition that we reflect on proudly, because not many high school students can claim that
they camped outside in -30°C weather! This was truly an experience that was challenging and extremely tiring.
Despite all the obstacles that we faced during this laborious journey, including the physical fatigue, we needed to
conquer the mindset of trying our best and focusing on personal growth.

